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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Schlager et al. (US 5,963,130). 

Regarding claim 1 , the Schlager et al. reference discloses: 
A system for monitoring an occupancy area (Fig. 13), which system includes 
-a device arranged connection with the monitored party (remote unit 402), which 
includes localizing means (NAV/LOC 406/432), means of communication for 
communication in a wireless data communication network (col. 15, lines 26-34), a 
processor unit (col. 15, lines 13-14) and a storage medium (410), wherein at least 
location information defining the limit of the said occupancy area is arranged ("REGION" 
410 in Fig. 13), based on which the current status information of the monitored party is 
adapted to be defined (i.e. the current "positional status" of the monitored party is 
defined within and by the remote device 402 by output of comparator 412), 

- terminal equipment arranged in connection with the monitoring party (i.e. base 
station 404), and 

- a wireless data communication network as a means of communication between 
the device and the terminal equipment (XMT and RCV in view of col. 15, lines 26-34), 
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characterized in that said location information defining occupancy area is 
arranged for definition by the device (i.e. the storage circuits of the device have the 
boundary "region" defined in the storage of the remote unit 402), whose processor unit 
is adapted to define the status information of the monitored party at each time based on 
the current location information defined by the localizing means and on the location 
information arranged in the storage medium and defining the limit of the occupancy 
area, and wherein, according to a criterion established for the said status information, 
the device is adapted to transmit to at least one piece of terminal equipment information 
in a form established by its means of communication [cols. 13-15, especially col. 14]. 

Regarding claim 7, the Schlager et al. reference discloses a device for monitoring 
an occupancy area (Fig. 13), wherein the device arranged connection with the 
monitored party (402) includes localizing means (LOC), means of communication for 
communication in a wireless data communication network (XMT/ RCV per col. 15, lines 
26-34), processor unit (col. 15, lines 13-14) and storage medium (410), wherein at least 
location information defining limit of the said occupancy area is arranged (i.e. "Define 
Geographical Region"), based on which the current status information (i.e. "positional 
status") of the monitored party is adapted to be defined, characterized in that the said 
location information defining of the occupancy area is arranged for definition by the 
device (i.e. the remote device 410 includes the storage of information in the form of 
"Define Geographical Region," so the occupancy area, or "region", is consequentially 
"arranged for definition by the remote device 41 0"). 
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Regarding claim 8, the device 410 is fitted to perform steps to determine location 
(LOC), so consequentially the device is fitted to perform steps to determine its location 
relative to any arbitrary reference point, such as "in a network". Notably, claim 8 does 
not recite "in order to define its location using the wireless network" but instead recites 
"in order to define its location in a wireless network".) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 4-6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schlager et al. as applied to claims 1 and 7 above, and further in view of Cho 
(US 6,922,728 B2). 

Claim 4 

Regarding claim 4, the Schlager et al. reference is silent about the terminal 
equipment being "a piece of mobile terminal equipment of a kind known as such." 

Yet, the base 404 (i.e. terminal equipment arranged in connection with the 
monitoring party) is obviously made "portable," since one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the claimed invention would be aware of advantages of a "base station" 
being capable of portability, such that the terminal can be readily relocated 
[see MPEP 2144 for validity of motivation]. 
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Claims 5, 6 and 9 

Regarding claims 6 and 9, the Schlager et al. reference is silent about the means 
of communication between remote unit 402 and base unit 404 as being a "packet- 
connection module," although the reference does disclose that a "wireless 
communication network 540" is a suitable means of communication between remote 
device 402 and base unit 404 col. 15, line 33). 

The Cho reference explains that a known type of indoor wireless connection is a 
wireless LAN card, or alternatively, "a wireless packet connection module." Per the Cho 
reference, the wireless packet connection module provides services in a packet mode 
by using frequency bands of 900 MHz and 1 .8-2 GHz. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
claimed invention to adopt a "wireless packet connection module" as the "wireless 
communication network" in the Schlager et al. reference, motivated for wireless 
communication of remote unit 402 to base unit 404, using frequency bands set aside for 
such communication in the ranges of 900 MHz and 1.8-2 GHz. 

Regarding claim 5, in adopting the wireless packet module disclosed by Cho, one 
would necessarily include a terminal ID such that the remote unit 402 can connect to its 
corresponding terminal [col. 8, lines 46-55 of Cho]. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 2 and 3 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

While the prior art discloses memory storage of boundary limits inside the device 
attached to the monitored party, the prior art fails to disclose that the information (i.e. 
boundary limit) is defined "using the wireless data communication network technology in 
which area the device is located" (i.e. claim 2) such as "defined by one or several 
network elements" (i.e. claim 3). 

Priority 

6. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Finland on December 5, 2002. It is noted, however, that applicant 
has apparently not filed a certified copy of the Finish application as required by 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(b) (or the copy was not scanned into the electronic file wrapper). 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Evan Pert whose telephone number is 571-272-1969. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30AM-3:30 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on 571-272-1915. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



ETP 

August 15, 2005 



£ VAN PERT 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




